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CELEBRATIONS

TWENTY YEARSON MEMORIES AND

1 Staffordshire Monthly
Meeting 37 years ago

1 Lichfield Local Meeting:
the first 20 years

1 Six years as a Quaker
Prison Chaplain

Friends gathered at thgvi®erMemorial on May 15 to mark a special event: the 20th annive. ow y
of Lichfield Meeting. This was just the beginning of the celebrations3. See pages 2

THE GENERATI ON OF 077

Found in Stafford Meetir6 | mpr essi ond6Making Senst of Wor -

House: a copy of StafforMe et i ng 6 . shipo. Annn ®©sen Burto
shire Quaker July 1977. described the experience & Uttoxeter) reviewed
lovely collection of articles 0Stig ofAnd he

about the concerns and =78
doings of local Quakers &=
nearly 40 years ago. %

news from local meetings
was provided by someone
whose name will be known

TWENTY YEARSON 2-3

to Friends both old and ZFHEGG?EgERATION ié?”
Some of the names will [/ young- Beatrice Lance
wellremembered by old: & : (Burton & Uttoxeter). INSPIRATIONS 4-5

Friends.In their editorial R
Stephen and Annette
White recounted with

MEETING FOR SUF- 6-7
For extracts see page 3 FERINGS

Other drawings from the

tenderness the welled = 0Ly 'v7  issue are on pages 2 and |QUAKER Prison  8-10
story of Mary and Martha. = 12. Have you got any old | “"APHANeY

Richard Wallace asked, of Brian Phillips (Staffordgopies of SQ before the FUNERALS 11
startlingly andhimselfatYearly currentseries (in the same

up the Peac Meeting. LeslieWain / styl e as thi SpleasSMd€) 127
Joe Freer (Stoke ) gave (Stafford} discussed love to see them.
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OUR NEXT
TWENTY YEARS
WILL, WE HOPE,

SEETHE
MEETING
CONTINUING
TO DRAW NEW
PEOPLETO OUR
WITNESS AND
WORSHIP.

LICHFIELD. TWENTY YEARSON

It 6s a f ami |teafollowing a group phatpgace Witness.
l i nks Li chf iThecakewas providedby s

twentieth anniversary to  our original treasurer, Mel

Caesar 6 s Ga uWest, and cut by our first eOur first twenty years have
divided into three parts.  clerk, Ruth Winterbottom, seen an almost complete

supported by Martin. As change of members and ai}

before, we were joined by tenders, as recorded in ou
We opened with a gatheri Friends and friends from visitors book. Or next twen

on the anniversary itself, 1beyond the meeting. ty years will, we hope, see
May, at the Quaker Servic the meeting continuing to
Memorial in the Arboretun draw new people to our

near Alrewas. If it has a ct The following Saturday, 2ditness and worship.
todian on behalf of the May, was the Lichfield Bow-
Quaker Service Memorial er weekend: this was our
Trust, it is Lichfield meet- opportunity to display the Anthony Wilson,
ing, the nearest one to it; Quaker service exhibition inichfield
and the date coincided wit our Guildhall. We took the
International Conscientiou unexpected into our stride:
Objectors Day, so the loce steady rain, which discour
tion was doubly appropria aged visitors to the City b
And for good measure, thi meant that we provided s
is also Nakba [Catastroph ter for those who came; a
Day for Palestinians and I a lively collection of fair-
raelis, so that was include ground replicas upstairs
in our worship and reflec- which brought in the curio
tion. before they realised they
needed to turn left rather
than right. We received vig
On the nearest Sunday tc tors for most of the morn-
our anniversary, 18 May, \ing, who had a wide range
held a traditional birthday f ami | i ar i ty

THE GENERATI ON OF 077

Anne Owe
children b
Dumpd in the
tion of Staffordshire Quake

0s
S

n
0

panied by this drawing.
With cobwebs on the
shelves for
and only one book on the
childrends s
artist's message?

(see next page) was accor
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THE GENERATI ON OF 077

FOUND IN STAFFORD IMPRESSIONSOF MY FIRST NEWS FROM FRIENDS
MEETING HOUSE MEETING

Here are some intriguing e®- At f i r st Leek(reports that) the hosd i
tracts from the July 1977 istileto control my wander tel has been used.
of Staffordshire Quaker. Argpyind and thoughts, b

was found in Stafford Meetsgime passed | became .
House. calmer and felt a sense ¢ Stafford has started its
comfort and warmth that Summer Study Groups. The

ffi-

helped me to at least kee first one concerned Esperan-
my thoughts in time with t0 and the need for universa

rayersé | communication between, ¢

. . p s é. _
e Many FrienggepoweroftheSi- Friendsé
been too young for Nationgl ¢ , ¢ e & The

Service... The result is thakansi ; .
ensity of feeling within
we ar¢heoreticglaci- t he yr o0 rr? . Burton and Uttoxetedohn

fistsé. ther eh s 11t t? e Salter and myself attended a
do to resist actual wars tak- meeting of Uttoxeter Coun-

TIME TO GIVE UP THE
PEACETESTIMONY?

Q)
18

ing place or being preparedoe Freer, f:il of Chur Chesé_ The ma
for now é t h®okavar in Viitem was the project ¢

etnam could more effectively iting all the houses on the
have been resisted by insisiakin SENSEOF new estate on the Potteries

WE ARE
THEORETICAL
PACIFISTS

| " L+

ing that governments tell theorsHiP side of the town where thgra
truth, than by simply object- have thi2PPears to A
ing to the u . Ann Owen was present at
willingness to live simple 3&;&5&%&; I\'A[/T)lied&_ Stuid the official opening of the
lives would have more rel%—rooke new mosque in Burton. A
vance to preventing wars in - letter had been sent to the
future than campaigns €é 8 Pr obably rmosque with t
against the military establigtere self deceivingthanégood wi shes &
ment ¢é Quaker Meeting on a Sun

morning. o /

view of the shortcomings | Wolverhamptohad a very

Richard Wallace our ministry gave room fo Pléasant picnic in the
reflection, e.g. grounds of the Woodlands

é Young Frie
INTERVIEWED BY GERALD . . : :
PRIESTLAND 1. loss of a vision of evil il holding a bring and _buy sale
man every Sunday morning for

O e ez amphasison iine im 1 ¥ appeal.
) - manence to much excl

trade by Brian Phillips and sion of tr 4

myself led to us being tack- Stokeé t here ar e

led afterwards by Gerald 3. use of traditional Quak a family gépgether in July

Priestland to make a short words as empty figures with Meeting for worship

recording é f speech. ( hi s Yolovguby a pinic lunch,
day morning religious Pro-4 un nlightened and.ill and then tape by Hugh Don-
grammeé (He iiﬁf me@hs@&ﬁlégitcaSter wi || b
recently joinéaJ rrend ¢é

John Leslie Wain, Beatrice Lance
Clement Jones Stafford Burton and Uttoxeter

roner i ne

he Meetingp

nds have b

e Alydurger Gerale d
Priestland. He later
became BBC Religious

Affairs Correspondent
and a Quaker.

(0]
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THE PATH OF SILENCE INSPIRATIONS

We spent a week on Lake the same lane but in the o In the silence you receide
Maggiore this spring and posite direction then you all
while there visited Isola Si discover you are on the Pagh gjjence is the language Jof
Giulio on Lake Orta. Itis iof Meditation, the same love
very small island with a la plaques holding a different

basilica and a convent col phrase on the other side]. T Silence is the peace of

taining an order of nuns w oneself
have taken a vow of silent T Silence is truth and pray-
Here are the phrases from  €r
the Path of Silence 1 Silence is music and haf-
Isola San Giulio on Lake If you turn right at the ste| mony

Orta up into the church, there i Listen to the silence 1 Silence is truth and pray-
circular lane that goes rou r

the basilica and other buil 1 Listen to the water, the
ings and this has been me  wind, your steps

into the Path of Silence, w 1 If you can be yourse"”
plaques set at intervals cc  you are everything
taining a phrase to enable ¢ |, the silence you accepReatrice Lance,

one to stop and contempli and understand Uttoxeter
[if you turn left and follow

e
In the silence you breathe
God

ON BEING AN INTROVERT AND PROUD OF IT

Gayle Yeomans of StafforaMly voice may not be a siren, but at least it sure as he
Meeting was moved by this ~
poembyMeggieCRoyer,' sndt a bull horn that <cofjul d
which she read out at the lastill never be able to talk about my feelings
Area Meeting. the way a trail of bloody footprints leads to the crime/gcene
of a murder victim: clear and full of proof,
Meggie Royer , an American bod d lik | fi int
poet, is only 19. A collectid}t carry my body and presence like an exclamation pgint.

of her poems has been pubwill always be a comma instead, a pause
|l i shed under tp? tg’ tl e 6§ur]yi v al
full of silence for someone else to fill.

Songso.
For me, words are like coins tossed into a fountain:

The poem o OYPU Q% ysetgemyhen yoy haye a wish,

vertdo appearwfle®ny dd tiondw theydl |l bel pu
writingsforwinter.tumblr.com/ . ~ I
pOSt/79220624133/0n And just because |16l nejver
beingnintrovedneproud  t 0 respond to a questiol do
ofit

isndt already written i my

| fall in love with my hands first, not with my voice,
She prefaced the piece with

these words from Voltaire: duietly but as passionately as the string of constellatigns
OWedre neithefaPuff & mNOM| Vdf &L .Bel t: |t he
nor good; we do the best
know. 0

we
but they still light up the entire sky.
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BUILDING QUAKER COMMUNITY INSPIRATIONS

How do we nurture our  experience, and where ott friendlyd where would that
meetings, pastorally and ers can find us. When the' take us?
spiritually ? Do we have a do, they should find a corr

vision for the future ? Howmunity of friends, deeply If everything we do is truly

spiritledd where would

can things be different ? Hepiritual.
can we be more equal and
inclusive ? In what ways do If everything we do is
Quakers link to and chal- We have an amazing mes grounded, healthy and vi-
lenge the wider communityad experience to share ir brani full of joyd where

our Quaker communities, would that take us?

and an extraordinary gift t
These are questions we share with the wider com-
looked at during Quaker Lifeunity, but to do this well
Representative Council in we must really want to do
April, where, for a week- Sod we practise with each
end, we created our own otherd tell each other our
community, sharing our  stories, support each othe
stories, listening and learnwait in the Light, and are

that take us?

How CAN WE
BECOME BOLDER
For what are we for? AND MORE

CONFIDENT AS
QUAKERS O AND
George Fox did not give us AS PEOPLP
Meeting for Worship at
10.30 on a Sunday morning
0 he gave us an extraordi-
nary rich spiiied experi-

ing, worshipping together spiritled. ence truly a way of living.
and having fun.
How can we become bold :
We, and our experience ofand more confident as Qu g/ltz%%ﬁ\]eays,
the Divine, are the basis okodd and as people? QL représentative

our Religious Society of Consider: (with thanks to Jane Harries

Friends. Our meetings are and Jude Whitby, Clerks)
places we can live out our If everything we do is fami Y, '

RELIGIOUS BUT NOT SPIRITUAL

Many Friends have been In the rest of the talk he e; random set of beliefs which a
stimulated by a recent cor plained his objections to tt if anything, even more incredi
tributi on t oSBNRway ofthinking.. {blé ..whatwe need today is

day Morning .__.._._more connection with each otj\ ~
Vi ewd. The sWhereastheword rellglp er, and with our damaged
Shakespeare, started by < generally refers to organis, o | ¢ ¢

ing: forms of worship and a wi

faith community, "spiritual’ N My case, | am a Quaker, s

After a relationship-bpemk often describes people's p si_t in §i|er_10e for an hour a we
few years ago, | signedori ndi vi dual p With Illgmlnded pgople, ano_l I_
dating website. Filling in r try to live according to Christi

online profile, | was intere:© S P ri tual it principles... why notfind@l i gi on
discover that the question Can become-aeseiéred con time to sit in silence with your
religious belief included ar Placency divorced from th:fellows, or sing with them, or

tion that was new to me. yd o m o f a ¢ o nread a holy book with them, orForthe text of the tal

could tick boxes for the mi . commune with them. Take a and details of how tg
religions, or for atheist, or People have rejected the :moment to reflect on your place™ oo it see

SBNR, which | discovered \k')wtlh ':che regd;ude relig_iorl:s in the universe and your obligguw. bbc.co.uk/news
for "Spiritual But Not Reli- eliefs, and gone straight tions towards others. Beliefin magazire7554640

o around the corner to the p God is strictly optional.
gious". .
mix shop to buy a more or
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& SMILEAND A
SENSEOF
ADVENTURED

MEETING FOR SUFFERINGS FEBRUARY

COMMUN|CAT|ON VIBRANCY POLITICS

INITIATIVES! Lizzie Rosewood has beenWe now have a Parliame
appointed Programme De- tary Engagement Officer,

YOUNG PEOPLES PARTICI- veloper for the Vibrancy in Jessica Metheringham, ta

PATION DAY Meetings Initiative. A pity undertake direct advocac

about the long title, but Liz-among politicians and to
zie is a bright and focused support Friends to engag

In October our Friend Wil-
liam Essex joined Rob Hol
ton on his attendance at
Meeting for Sufferings. Rc
was pleased to accompar
him to London and William
reported back to us his exj
rience getting closer to the
heart of the organisation ir
the company of other teen
agers. ltis a real pleasure
be able to note that Willian
has since been accepted il
membership.

our meetings, at local and es.There is a useful page
area level, to flourish. She our website

that O0the fo@amsherpf t he
ventions should be on help-

ing Meetings to become E?noaﬂle 2@27 663 1107
healthy, through deepening J

the spiritual life of the meet_cam@quaker.org.uk
ing and building communityspEAKlNGOUT
Outreach and witness will

follow: a thriving, spiritual An updated policy sets ‘jtt

community is one that new-Principles and governan

Following this event Quak .. o <\l want to join andfor those who speak on bg

e recommended INVOMY that will have the energy to half of Quakers in Britain

s e e of 35 5 4 05 1 By o

this wa Thé discusgion _for links among Friends andVieeting. We welcomed
Y- ‘ Meetings to be improved, clearer policy giving guid

February Meeting for Suffe ) oo information better principles that can be used
Ings was to consider whetl - yiseq 3 more accessibi Friends at all levels a:E in

to continue the practice on gy \yepite for instance. Varying situations includir
had not found it easy to copevision oF THE BOOK OF available. You will be

worker who wants to enablevith parliamentary proces

has ambitions for us. We avavw.quaker.org.uk/publig
not using the support alreadysues. She wants to hear
on offer. She understandsfrom us; what do we neeg

@

n-

on

nt

N

y

with being considered in  DISCIPLINE (CURENTLY pleased to know that a shprt-

i UAKER FAITH & PRAC- . . .
loco parentis and to complyR er version will be provide

H H H TICE

tions. It was agreed to cor \We feel the time is right to meetings.
tinue to explore the possib start the process of revisiol

ities and hope to go forward _
dwi th a s mi | WinSutton,
adventur ed. Wolverhampton

Meeting for Sufferings Minutes and Papers
The full minutes of the latest MfS are usually available here:
http://www.quaker.org.uk/meetisgfferingsiinutes.

An archive of agendas, papers and minutes is here:
http://www.quaker.org.uk/sufferingapersaindminutesirchive

¢

e
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MEETING FOR SUFFERINGS APRIL

YOUNG PEOPLES PARTICI-  STATEMENT ON ECONomic ~ Mmentis here: www.quaker.
PATION DAYS INEQUALITY org.uk/sites/default/files/
MfS20140407-QCCIR

A paper from Howard We agreed a Statement ¢ reportto-MfS. pdf

Nurden, head of children Economic Inequality.
and young p eFoigndseardl Meetingsaafef;ngisrration oF ouaker
clarified the practicalities afncouraged to use the staigsrriaces

such days. In most casesrtient as a basis for reflection

adult accompanier would raotd action. It could also b We agreed that Quaker
need to be DBS (formerly useful reference when spe marriages should be regis-
CRB) checked. If travel byng out in the media. tered with the state as mar-
car or an overnight stay was riages wherever possible
involved, such checking  The statement is available (Sameex marriage is not at
might be necessary. Itis pere: www.quaker.org.uk/ Present permitted in the
hoped most MfS reps/ statemertquality It makes Channel Islands or the Isle of
alternates would feel able {ge |ink between inequality Man), and that we should
take on the adult accompagiy environmental unsus- cease to register civil part-

er role as this gives good (5inapilitg the current nerships in association with
opportunity for conversatiqfloha| economic system is Quaker marriages. | do not
between adult and young the cayse of both.” | will in know if the change will be

person who may not knowgy,de the text of the state- delayed until YM 2015 has
each other (well). Where mentjq jving Sustainably approved the relevant chang-
the MIS rep cannot under-Refjections, reports and st €S (vet to be drafted) to

take the role, the expenseggns o help us on oéir wa Qf&p Ch 16.
of a separate adult accompgg page 11. '

nier would need to be paid A DIFFERENTKIND OF
by the AM (the young pe04INTERCHURCH AND INTER- QUAKER MARRIAGE TOP OF THE
pleds and MfFOTHREADAND € X P ' \We endorsed the wish of ~ THRESHING LIST

are paid by BYM). Itwas \va welcomedsiatement ¢ North Cumbria AM and WAS THEISM
might not be able to find & \y,14 Council of Churche gamate and form a new

young person to go. We piq renresents an importi Cumberland AM.
looked forward to a younc gpig in church thinking.

peopl eds paryyhereas this may make |

lg{>r@p|305EDMEMORlAL TO
parallel to MfS within the

THE INNOCENT VICTIMS OF

easier for us to work with .5

other churches on peace .
matters, some Friends ha Southern Marches AM is

(proposing a memorial to the

next 12 months, hopefully
December.

REVISION OF THE BooK oF been excluded from Chur
DISCIPLINE es Together groups as ar

In the event that August Y sult of our position on san

initiates the revision proce S€X relationships. The
we agreed to establigh a { Quaker Committee for  Souragement was expressed,

view Preparation Group tc Christian and Interfaith Re ;Se"\t’géisf ?hgupehsrt;(;g about

prepare the way for an ev tions (QCCIR) has produc ;' ¢ Dot f
tual Revision Committee, @NSWers to Frequently As/® ! T Eto oo t thi Yol M0
Part of the preparation ~ QUEStions to help explain wss\;\ﬁlsweoafg%%%rour;s ant-o

would be testing and thres OU" position to those_W|th||p ; ’tth lerk of S gth

ing the issues identified in @"d beyond the Society of Kﬂon a: :“; e ot =otthem

the consultation about the Friends: (www.quaker.org Marenes A

potential revision. Top of Uk/Samesexmarriagéey

the threshing list was the-9 Y € S t 1 0n'S ) . Rob Horton, port
ism/nonrtheism. to MfS and the WCC state stafford

innocent victims of war at
the National Memorial Ar-
boretum. Support and en-
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THE CHALLENGESAND JOYS OF QUAKER PRISON CHAPLAINCY

Maggie Hunt and her husb@ueéker Prison Chaplain friends. There is much need
moved to Leek from Hamp8h@au a k e r 6 a n dforéh&@as the ralé imal jar e
in May 2013. something of a contradictidaolated one. There is alsofan
in terms, however, the titleannual conference for QPQ@s
Below is an abridged and aﬁgords withthe prisonsys-un by Fri e nald 0s
dated version of an article u%_mﬁ S requi rldanve attéendesuohra vdl-
The former HMP Kingstonl i s hed i n o6 TIfle QRG showsthagwe;ugd aﬁdlflﬁjﬁog"(e netwo
Prison building in Ports- 2010. In it Maggie shares 881980 With the chaplaincy

mouth. of her experiences as a Pri§g- Whilst a prisoner has
Chaplain. . the legal right to have accebdiscovered there are as

to a oO0chapl amambways ofbaing @QPEg t

._his/her faith or religion, it isas there are QPCs. Much

Her move to Staffordshire Gamey rise that there ardepends on the acceptance

two yeaatter the closure of \ o te\y registered Quakelsy both prison and chaplaif-

HMP Kingston in Portsm_oq rison. Therefore some cy and also what skills a

the smaller of the two pris A'Eer Chaplains, not to beas to offer. | have been fof-
which she was placed. Thah§{]€eq with Prison Visi- tunate that | have been en
says, Is 0a @b kel Hi%bf‘eﬁt cSutagell t wdrkan a vari

another ti megi& arereadytogointo ty of ways. | have met indi

their particular prison only ifiduals on a 1:1 basis, bot

At the time she wrote the atigled in by the chaplaincyshort and long term, to offer
nal piece Quaker prison pedipdee are 150 British prisoegiotional support where nfy
were actually called Prisonaviihthere is a designated previous experience as a

isters. QPC in 108 of these. Somgractising counsellor has

THERE ARE 150 QPCs cover more than ongroved so helpful. Current-

BRITISH PRISONS prison. ly, at HMP Kingston in

AND THEREIS A The experience of being a Portsmouth, on every othe
DESIGNATED Quaker Prison Chaplain is Tuesday afternoon | meet

Q UAKER PRISON one of interesting demandsSo, what do | do?t cer-  regularly with a group-of 6
CHAPLAIN IN and challenges. ltisalsoonea i nl y wa s n 010 mpnafall agesfonlytotee r
108 OF THESE of great joy and, surprisingdrement plan! | had been of whom is a registered

ly, fun. Despite the con-  going into my initial prison Quaker. We discuss many
straints and frustrations of as a Samaritan, training inthings, mainly spiritually
the prison system, workingnat es t o b e cliased spénd a whiledruss| e &

with all types of offenders, Samaritans known as Listdance and/or a led medita-

including sex offenders, myrs, still one of the best extion, share coffee and bis-

experience has been greatimples of restorative justiceuits and finish with a chat

rewarding. | found the interaction withEvery last Wednesday eveh-
inmates interesting and fuling of the month there is a
filling so | agreed to try theMeeting for Worship in the

In the past six years | haveole of QPC. How differentchapel and currently 5 regu-

been a QPC intwo very it was. Previously there hathr Friends join méow

different prisons, one in a jbéen a prescribed Samaritgrateful | am for their con-

of over 500 inmates, the programme of training, nowistent support.

ot her hol di nigvasm®iytolryoréoll i f er s o

serving long sentences witthought! | attended the QPC

fewer than 200 men. training weekend at Wood-What is it about?t means
brooke and discovered a different things to different
wonderful group of like- people at different times,
minded people some of depending what is going o
whom have become good in their lives. | asked my




